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ecomaine

Our Mission

ecomaine provides 

comprehensive, long-term 

solid waste solutions in a safe, 

environmentally responsible, 

economically sound manner, 

and is a leader in raising 

public awareness of 

sustainable waste 

management strategies.
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ecomaine’s Facilities & Programs
• Single-Sort 

Recycling

• Food Waste 

Recovery

• Waste-To-Energy 

Plant

• Landfill / Ashfill

• Educational 

Outreach 

Programming

62,000+ reached!

73 member 

Communities

450,000 people
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ecomaine Education
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Recycling Tagging
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Maine’s Shifting Demographics

Maine’s New American population 

grew by 1% from 1990-2000 

but grew by 43% from 2000-19!
Source: Migration Policy Institute 

State Immigration Data Profile

Maine Schools’ number 

and percentage of ELL 

students has increased 

significantly in 10 years.
Source: Maine DOE Multilingual Learner Data Dashboard
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Tagging Lessons
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Survey Says…?

Top 5 most-spoken languages in Redbank 

Neighborhood (other than English):

French

Spanish

Arabic

Somali

Portuguese
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Vietnamese Kirundi Arabic Portuguese
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www.ecomaine.org/languages
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Some Results
• Positive feedback to 

graphics-based tags 

and info

• Cart stickers helped 

orient to recycling

• Positive feedback to 

multiple languages

• Programs generate 

conversation and 

engagement

• Wariness of 

government/officials

• Some still did not like 

the tagging program

• Increase number of 

languages available

• Do more!  Compost, 

swap shop, etc.

• Do less!  Just send 

mailings…
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Language as a Barrier for Recycling

Contamination 
& Participation

Pictorial 
Instructions & 

Translation Access

Source 
Separation 

& 
Implications
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Next Steps

More

Translation

New

Partners

Intentional 

Education
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